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THE ANTI-UNION 



Price. 2D., 



SATURDAY,- JANUARY 19,, 1799. 



No: XL. 



TO THE 

ELECTORS OF ULSTER. 



" Light forrows fpeak— great grief is dumb.'? 



LOW well 'the poet underflood human nature, ap- 
pears from your condmSt. When your caufes of com- 
plaint were trifling, you rent the air with 'your cries. 
Now thatyou are about to be facrificed-on the altar of 
Britifh aggrandizement, a fingle. murmur does riot ef- 
cape your Jips. The magnitude of the attempt deprives 
you of motion— the fwelling of your heart chokes your 
utterance, and you flare in filent aflonifhmcnt at the 
hand which is raifed ag'ainfl 'your life.' To what elfe 
ami to impute it, that when the exiflehceof Ireland is 
at flake the voice of the North has' not yet been heard ? 
When a conftitution was to be carried by the fwbrd, 
you flood proudly forward in- the foremofl.' ranks 
—wheiv abufes had crept into that conftitution, .you 
were ready to fhed your befl blood for their reform — yet 
now that yoiir parliament' is about to be extinguilhed, 
and the rightof legiflating for Ireland is, like its crown, 
to be infeparably annexed to the crozvn of Great Bri- 
tain — now that that conftituticn which yo'u earned in 
the field, is about to be filched from you in the cabinet, 
and the very name of Ireland to be blotted out from the 
catalogue of nations— -you flahd, the mute, and as if 
indifferent fpedtators, of the fcene. . Bur perhaps you 
are ignorant of the nature of the act which your filence 
is about io fanction. Perhaps you imagine that the fur- 
render you are called upon- to make, is. temporary, and 
thatyou-may again refume your rights at pleafure — Let 
me undeceive you.' — The decree which is to eftablifh the 
political ideofy'.of Irifhrhen, and to veftfor ever in the 
crown, the difpofal of their perfons and property, is ir- 
revocable; Convinced then, of the great awfuuiefs of 
the occafion, how fhall I imprefs that conviction on your 
minds ? In what- words fhall: I addrefs you, by what 
ties fhall I conjure you to fpare to your afflicted country, 
themiferies of internal war ? Arid you, whofo lately 
inthecaufeof reform, thought " no rifk'too great, no 
facrifice too much," how fliall I rekindle in your breafts 
that flame, which feems to have confumed itfelf by its 
own heat? Is then that conftitution, which you fo emi- 
nently contributed to gain, no longer dear to you ? Has 
liberty loft all its charms, or is the exiftence.of your 
country become an object of indifference ? Were your 
efforts in the caufe of reform, the Iaft convulfive throes 
of an expiring patriotifm ? Or -is it exceffive fenfibili- 
ty, which I miftake for apathy ? h it, that, enthufiaft- 



ic in the caufe of reform, you abandon, in difguft, 2 
co'nftitufion whofe abufes you have in vain- laboured to 
correct ?' Look into the political hiftory of your- coun- 
try, fince the year 1782; you will there read, that 
fcarce a year has gone by, without adding fomething to 
the beauty or folidity of the flfucture, which ' your ex- 
ertions then reared. - Believe me, .my friends:, the moft 
perfect flate of rational liberty, is not fo remote as you 
may imagine.; It" requires- no- exertion for its attain- 
ment. Public virtue grows Tpontaneoufly out of pri- 
vate independence. Even now, whilfl I write, the fe- 
cret operations of nature, are filently working that re- 
formation, which the impatient hand of ' art," in vain 
endeavours to precipitate. 

But let us for a while ftifle every horieft feeling, and 
confider the queflibn of an UNION, as difpaffionately 
as ' an Irijhman can— let us Compare your prefent poli- 
; tical condition, .with what it will he' when the" intended 
'■ revolution fliall have been effected :— You have now a na- 
tive parliament ' fitting in your country— poffeffmg the 
power, 'when it has the will, to promote the' welfare, or 
protect the.libe'rties, of Ireland. A'parliamerit, whofe 
conduct you can witnefs, whofe motions you can watch, 
, whofe' determinations- in great national' quefHbns, you 
have ever controlled, whole interefls are the interefls of 
Ireland ;-— You will then have no parliament— the few 
individuals whom the minijler of England will cull out to 
qualify with the title of your repreferitatives, will not 
have the power, if they have the will, -to protect your 
interefls; the affembly which' you will have inverted 
with the abfoliite right to difpbfe of your property and 
your perfons, will- fit in a foreign country, its conduct 
you cannot witnefs, its motions you Cannot watch, its 
determinations you. cannot controul, its interefls will not 
be the interefls" of Ireland— its members will not be 
Irifhmen. In the Britifh Houfe of Commons, which 
will then confift 7 of 656 members, ninety-eight are to 
fit under the name of the reprefentatives of Ireland;— 
fhould each of thofe ninety-eight, poffefs all the public 
and private virtues of a Charlemont, or the commercial 
knowledge," and fteady patriotifm of a Fofter,,it would 
not avail ; in all queflions where the' interefls of England 
and Ireland fhould clafh, there would be a clear majority 
of 466, againftyour country. What then muft be the 
cafe, when the whole corrupt influence of Great Bri- 
tain and Ireland, is concentrated almofl in a point, and 
brought to bear upon 98' individuals, divefted of nation- 
al partiality, regardlefs of national fame, not condemn- 
ed'to witnefs the melancholy effects of their proftitution, 
or to meet the reproachful eye of 'their indignant con- 
ftituents ? Such an arrangement is grofsiy mifcalled, 
when it is denominated "an Unim." It 'is not the 
whole Irifh parliament, joined- to the whole Britifh par- 
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liament, pofiefimg eacha negative voice where thein- 
terefts of its peculiar country are concerned, and uniting 
their common wifdom for the common benefit. It is not 
a delegation, frqm the exijiing parliament of Ireland 
meeting a proportionable delegation from the parlia- 
ment of Great Britain, invefted with eqwal powers, on 
the confines of the two kingdoms, to concert meafures 
for their mutual fafety, and mutual advantage. No. 
It is afekflionby the mihijler of ■England of a few indi- 
viduals from the Irifh parliament, (which is thenceforth 
to ceafe to exift) to be melted down into the entire mafs 
of the Britifh legiflature. Should ninety-eight natives of 
Ireland happen to fit for Englifh boroughs in the Britifh 
Hou'fe bf.Commonsj what would you think of the Irish- 
man whofhould, on thataccount propofe the total aboli- 
lition of the legiflature of Ireland? 'Yet believe me, your 
condition would then be-infinitely preferable, enjoying, 
as you would, the Britifh conftitution in its purity, to 
what it will be, if, by an Union, you put one-fixth of 
the reprefentation of'Great Britain and Ireland at once 
into the hands of a > minifler already too powerful. But 
you are told tranquillity will be reftored, all parties Sa- 
tisfied, property fecured, and the connection between 
the two kingdoms cemented by fuch an arrangement. 
Will univerfal difcontent produce univerfal tranquillity ? 
Will it fatisfy the Catholic to be fhut out for ever from 
that which' has fo long been the object of his moft ear- 
neflwifhes? Will the total extinction of parliament, 
and the transfer of its legislative authority to the crown, 
content the moderate refbrmifl: ? ' Or will the eftnblifli- 
menf of abfolute monarchy reconcile the zealous repub- 
lican ? Will property be fecured by an univerfal defire 
for a change, or the connection' between the two king- 
doms cemented by alienating the affections of one of 
them? Thefe are quefttons to which I require no an- 
fwer. Commercial advantages are next held out to you. 
On this fubjectl ought to "fpeak with diffidence, confei- 
ous that I am addreffing men, whofe extenfivc and va- 
ried commerce, and whofe relidence in a manufactur- 
ing country, mult neceffarily render them the beft pof- 
fible judges of the commercial intetefts of Ireland—but 
there are fome. fa^is which 1 know, and there are fome 
truth which arefelf-evident. I know that tricks have 
been practifed to impofeon the ignorant, to deceive the 
credulous, and to allure the felfifli ; and that thefe, in 
fome places, have had their effect— hut I apprehend not 
that effect from them- with you. When you are told of 
commercial advantages, you will naturally afk " from 
■whom are we to derive them ?" And when you arean- 
fwered, " from Britain"— that Britain;, which istolofe 
precifely as you gain, and which now tries every 
paltry artifice to lure you into ^--connection' by which 
fiie is to be fo much injured. When you are in- 
formed, that it is Britain that fo anxioufly preffes you 
to accrpt this extenfion of trade, this amelioration of 
■ conCitution : — Britain, from whofe dead grafp you were 
forced to wreft whatever you have gained of commerce, 
.-or of, conftitution. When .you '-are-told,, that 'it is, the 



;Britifii merchant who calls upon you, in all the over- 
flowing of his generous heart, to fhare in his profits *, 
are you not, my friends, led to fufpect the nature of the 
gift, from the known difpofition of the giver ?— But 
what -are the commercial advantages which are to be the 
price of your independence ? The ports of the two 
countries 'are to he laid open :-i-Thofc of England are 
already fo to our provifions, to our linens, and to co- 
lonial produce going from this country ; — With what 
can wefupply the Englifh that we do not already ? On 
the other hand, except our linen, our other manufac- 
tures exift but under protecting duties, and muft perifli 
■ as foon as thofe are taken off. Large capita^ long cre- 
. dit, plenty of money, and the eonfequent Iownefs of 
intereft, Superior induftry, and fuperior ' Skill, give the 
Englifh a decided and Uniform advantage :— Add to this, 
the influence of anothercaufe, which, though occafion- 
al'in its immediate operation, is lafting arid fatal in its 
remote effects. In the Englifh market, there happen 
frequent gluts; — when thefe take place, which is always 
when credit is loweft, manufactured goods will be pour-, 
ed into Ireland, and as it will be an object to the Englifh 
manufacturer, to get his money on any terms, they 
will be fold at an undervalue, to the lafting ruin of the 
Irifh manufacturer* Nor will your linen trade cfcape 
unhurt ;— that linen trade, for the fecurity of which 
you gave up the woollen, but which the Union ftill pur- 
ports to fecure, and for which you are ftill called upon 
to make further Sacrifices. You all know that the poor 

linen vrcavercan fonree funfifl on his prefont Wages. — * 

The immediate confequence of the Union, as (befides 

the acquisition of inordinate power) it is thecaufe of it, 
will be an enormous encreafe of taxes. The neceffa- 
ries of life muft rife in price prodigioufly. The wages 
of theweaver'muft rife with them— -or bemuftftarve^-* 
many, no doubt, will do To. The linen merchant can- 

. not lay the additional price on his invoice— the trade 
will not hear it->-4its profits muft be reduced — and this 
reduction muft encreafe every year with the encreafe of 

taxes, which is the caufeof it r«— This will operate dou- 
bly againft him ; for in proportion as from the encreafed 
price of every thing, his expences encreafej in the fame 
propdition muft the .profits of his trade be diminished. 
To the importing merchant I'need fay little ;-= — It will na- 
turally occur to htm that his trade muft fuffer in propor- 
tion as manufactures fail, and confurnption decreafes; 
His cotton wool, his Barilla, and all the other articles 

■ which an induftrious and thriving Country requires, muft 
then lie locked up in his ftores. Add- to all this, the con- 
tinued drain of money out of the country, by abfentees* 
at prefent admitted to exceed a MILLION, annually ! 
but which muft then infinitely encreafe. Figure to your- 
felves, then, my friends, the appearance of this coun- 
try — figure to youtfelves a miferabie and neglected pea- 
fantry ! knowing nothing of their landlord, hut-by his 
exactions ! and tracing his periodical prcgrefs,. like that 
of the hurricane, only by the defolation he carries in 
his train !— Figure to yourfelveSj fields uncultivated^ 
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Villages deferted, your ilreets fwarming with half-Famiili- 
ed wretches, imploring a miferable fubfiftencc from the 
charity of that country, which their induftry might" have 
contributed to enrich, and their ingenuity to adorn 1^ 
figure to yourfelves thefe things, my friends, and you 
will have a faint idea of the confequences of an Union 
■a— confequences of which .the citizens of Dublin have 
already exprefled their unanimous and unequivocal fen- 
timents. The eyes, of Ireland are fixed upon the 
NORTH ! May its ancient fpirit re-animate its breaft ! 
May its deliberations be tempered with the fame wif- 
dom, and its ConducT: fuftained by the fame fifmnefs !— 
May the voice which fpoke at Dungannon again be 
heard !>^-And may Ireland once more hail, as the Sa- 
viours of their Country, the Men of Ulfter ! 
Dublin, 15th Jan. 1799. H. J. 



Shall 1 afcribe this torpor to a defeat of national virtue— to a lift. 
lefs attachment to the caufe of liberty— to a ftupid ignorance of their 
own interefts— or to the criminal hope, that the ilifaflroui cllcfb of 
this meafure, will touch with but a feeble hand, the people of the 
prefent day* _and that it will be only on. their children and their fufr. 
eeflbrs, that its calamities will operate ? 



Difficile eft fatyram non fcrlbere. 



JevEM, 



. ridentem dicere verum 



C^uid vetat ? . 

OE MILLER, many a time and oft'* 
At thy delightful Tales' I've laugh'd : 
But fearch the volume through. and through* 
My fav'rite's this :— (page forty two.) 

A fhip, with goods, of every fort 
Was bound to a far diftant port': 
The failors were about a fcore, 
The paffengers as many more. 
With weather fine, and fay'ring breeze, 
They now had travers'd half the feas ;— 
When fudden cloudsobfeure thefkies, 
And angry winds begin to rife : 
Th'experienced fearrien well aware, 
To meet th'approaching ftorm prepare': 
The palfengers the deck forfake, 
And to 'their berths themfelves betake. 
The temped roars, the lightnings flafh^ 
The whelming waves the veiTel lath ; 
A leak is fprung— the feamen {train, 
But oh them fad; the waters gain.— i - 
All hands aloft!*— the captain cries; 
All to the pump— or never rife! 
Peace— cried the paftengers' — no more, 
But' tofs your weighty cargo o'er ; 
Out with your lumber to the deep, 
Lighten her load, and fave your fhip.-* 
To help your av'rice, no one. ftirs, 
For we are only paffengers. 
They did not ftir': — Another gufl 
Into their finking hammocks burfr : 
The ihip in thoufand fplinters broke.— 
they loft their Jives— -but had their joke. 
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REAT and unheard of advantages of the intended 
UNION, mod prepofteroufly believed by. ninety-nine in. 
an hundred, to be ruinous to this kingdom, but which* 
fortunately, is foontotake place. 

IN TRADE and MANUFACTURES. 

"Thefe muft both ericreafe in an aftonifhing degree, and 
the only change iii other refpe&s relative to them, which 
an Union can make is, v thatinftead of their being ar- 
ranged as they are at prefent, the whole of them will 
then be fixed in that'part of Ireland now called Great 
Britain. This will bean advantage of the laft import- 
ance to us, becaufe it will fave : us a world of trouble arid 
labour. 

IN MORALITY, &C. 

Vice, luxury, and profanenefs, being the natural 
growth of populous cities and great towns, this pious 
meafure will neceffarily wholly banifti thefe from our 
land, as its obvious confequence muft be utterly to de- 
molifli thefe, their lurking places, and happily deftroy 
every thing like a city or large toWn in the kingdom. 

IN TYPETSTCRS, &TC- 

We. mail have in future no encrcafe in our penfion 
lift, from that plcafant circumftance that alone can' in- 
fure it — not being able to pay any ; and who knows but 
we' may even be altogether relieved from it as it now 
ftands, for:if it mould happen, (as it is highly probable) 
that our 106 or 98 members fhould forfie day or another 
chance to get the whole 558 Englifh ones abfent from 
the Houfe of Commons, it would be hard to fay what 
they would not do. There are reafonable hopes to be 
entertained that we may obtain other great and exclu- 
sive advantages, from the likelihood that fuch a lucky 
event will frequently occur. 

Every man in this kingdom who ihall then be poffef- 
fed of a guinea, (and I dare fay there may be many fuch) 
will have his faid property wonderfully encreafed, be- 
caufe the worth of every thing ofthatjiind, beingmade 
Up, (among other confiderations,) in a compound ratio 
of the fcarcity and ufe of fuch thing, all coin here muft 
"then neceffarily be doubled, (nay> probably improved 
in a much greater proportion) in its value, from what 
it is at prefent. 

N. B. Trade and mannfa&ures} and many othir 
fooleries of the fort, have a dire£t contrary tendency on 
"this point. 

Thefe for the prefent. 

As I intend from time to time to ftate to you many 
other ineftimable advantages, which muft be attendant 



